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Abstract

The various attempts to clarify and interpret Brentano’s logical analysis
have merely provided a paraphrase of Brentano own words. We will ana-
lyse Brentano’s proposals against the background of traditional logic. In
his Formale Logik, Bochenski explicitly warns us that logic not only “does
not give proof of a linear continuity of evolution”, but that the logic which
follows a long period of decadence “departs, for the most part, from dif-
ferent presuppositions and points of view, uses a different technique, and
develops previously neglected aspects of the problematic. It is a different
form of logic”. I shall bear these remarks of Bochenski’s carefully in mind
and I shall argue that mathematically-based modern formal logic and syl-
logistic theory of the past exemplify two distinct formal paradigms. My
reference to two different paradigms, and not just to two different calcu-
luses, implies that most of the syllogistic reformulations of this century are,
broadly speaking, suspect; and specifically because they take the syllogistic
to be a part or a fragment of first-order predicative calculus. Careful study
of traditional logic immediately shows that traditional logic expresses spe-
cific ontological perspectives which are deeply embedded in its formal
structures. From this point of view, Brentano’s theory is a brilliant attempt
to escape from some of the most difficult impasses of traditional logic and
offers tools for new developments. Unfortunately, it arrived too late, just
as the Fregean paradigm was about to burst on the scene.



