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Abstract

Computational and information-theoretic research in philosophy has
become increasingly fertile and pervasive, giving rise to a wealth of interest-
ing results. Consequently, a new and vitally important field has emerged,
the philosophy of information (PI). This paper introduces PI as the philo-
sophical field concerned with (i) the critical investigation of the conceptual
nature and basic principles of information, including its dynamics, utilisa-
tion and sciences, and with (ii) the elaboration and application of informa-
tion-theoretic and computational methodologies to philosophical problems.
It is argued that PI is a mature discipline for three reasons: it represents an
autonomous field of research; it provides an innovative approach to both
traditional and new philosophical topics; and it can stand beside other
branches of philosophy, offering a systematic treatment of the conceptual
foundations of the world of information and the information society.



